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AFEICAOTS THE ELDER, one of the most illus-
trious of Roman warriors. He took part in
the battles of Ticinus and Cannae, in the
first Punic War, and in 212 B. c. was unani-
mously elected aedile. The following year
he became proconsul in Spain. His first en-
terprise of importance was the conquest of
New Carthage, the stronghold of the Car-
thaginians in Spain. The next year (209)
he totally defeated Hasdrubal, Hannibal's
brother, and in 207 won a decisive victory
over Mago and Hasdrubal, the son of Grisco.
The result was to drive the Carthaginians
from Spain, and Scipio was empowered to
lead an army against Carthage itself. The
Carthaginians recalled Hannibal from Italy,
but the great Battle of Zama (202 B. c.) re-
sulted in the total defeat of the Carthagin-
ians. On his return to Borne, Scipio was
honored with a triumph and received the sur-
name of Africanus. After the successful
close of a war with Antiochus, king of Syria,
in 189 B. c., Scipio retired to private life.
See CARTHAGE; ROME, HISTORY OF.

SCIPIO, PUBLIUS CORNELIUS AEMILIANUS
(about 185-129 B. a), surnarned SCIPIO
AFRICANS THE YOUNGER, a distinguished
Roman general, a grandson by adoption of
Scipio Africanus the Elder. In 151 B. c.
he accompanied the consul, Lucius Licinius
Lucullus, to Spain as military tribune, and
two years later, on the outbreak of the Third
Punic War, he commanded in Africa under
Manius Manilius. His services were so im-
portant that in 147, although not of the legal
age, he was unanimously chosen consul and
leader of the forces against the Carthaginians.
In 146 he took, and by command of the sen-
ate, burned, Carthage, for which he was
honored with a triumph at Rome and with
the surname of Africanus. In the last years
of his life lie engendered much enmity among
the people by opposing the measures of the
popular party, especially the agrarian law of
Tiberius Gracchus.

SCISSORBILL, si/er Ml, or SKIM'MER,
a bird of the gull family, named because of
its peculiar elongated, compressed bill, of
which, the lower mandible much exceeds the
upper in length and shuts into the latter
somewhat after the fashion of a knife blade
into its handle. This beak is of an orange
color at its base and black at its tip. The
bird is found along the Atlantic coasts of
America and Africa, It is often seen skim-
ming along the water, thrusting the lower bill

into the water in its search for food. The
general color of the bird is dark above and
white below, with a band of white across its
wings.

SCLEROSIS, sklero'sis, in physiology, a
hardening of the tissues in some part of
the body. Hardening of the middle coat of
an artery is a common form of sclerosis, and
causes many deaths among city dwellers. It
is frequently associated with heart and kid-
ney diseases. Hardening of the normal tis-
sue of the liver is called cirrhosis. Various
nervous diseases, notably locomotor ataxia,
result from degeneration of the tissue of the
brain or spinal cord.

SCORPIO, skoSpeo, the eighth sign of
the zodiac, the "accursed constellation/' con-
sidered by astrologers to exercise a baneful
influence upon human destinies. In ancient
astrology the symbol (HI) was meant to
represent the arrow-shaped sting of the
scorpion. This constellation is attended at
its setting by tempests and autumnal dis-
eases.
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SCOR'PION, the name of a group of ani-
mals belonging to the same class as the
spiders. They
live in tropical
and warm tem-
perate regions,
and are not
found in Amer-
ica north of Ne-
braska. In the
southern part
of the United
States there are
about twenty
species. The
body consists of
two parts, one
containing the
head and thorax
and called the
c e p halofhorax,
and the other a
long, jointed
abdomen, the
last five seg-             SCOBPION

ments of which form a tail. Four pairs of
legs and two pairs of mandibles or pincers
are attached to the eephalothorax; the second
pair of pincers resemble a lobster's claws.

